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WHEREIN, 


The proper Church-Gowernors are demonſirated; 


THEIR 


Office, Daty, W ork and Employment , 
With the Obie thereof is FRI and 
+- © the Neccſſity of Obedience to hem allerted : 
IN A 


SERMON 


PREACHED | 
AtWesT-MaALLins, ata Viſitation held 


there by the Lord Biſhop of Rocheſter, | 


for one Part. of his D1OGE $: | 
Septemd. 16. 1662, 


By "0 $t1LEMAN M. A, Miniſter © the 
Goſpel, and Vicar of Tunoridoe In Kent. 
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Imprimatur. Nowvemb. 17. 1662, M. Franck. 
S.T, P. R. P. D. Epiſ. Lond. 4 ſacr. Dom. 


at che Sun 'n St. Pan's Chucch- mee. 1663, 


— . + 


To the Right Reverend Father in God, 


JOHN: 


By Divine Providence Lord Biſhop of 


ROCHESTER: 


| My moſt honoured Droceſan. 


———— 


May i pleaſe your Lordſhip , 


== I would te 4 Confidence wery.eafie to be 
corlifed of tos arrogant preſumption , 
ſhould 7 be ſo Vain a6 toimagine any thing 
4 mane worthy,” ether of your Honours 

ands, ' or the publick utew;\'But your 
Lordſhip having enjoyned me,the mean- 
eſt of my Brethren,to preach before ſo learned an Auditory 
»p0s ſo ſolemn ay occapoy 3 and my labowrs pnding accep- 
tance beyond their worth , (ome of my Brethren (whohave 
ſet a value upon them, above what 'L Aarerconcerve to be 
in them) earneſily ſoliciting Copies of me , ( that 1 might 
loth ſatisfie their importurities, and withal eaſe my pl 
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The Epiſtle 
of the troable of Tranf, cribing)) I have aduentured. them 
to the Preſs ; which: veing emitted, muſt now come under 
the Various fe ne of the werld , wherein I can never 
hope that they ſhould reliſh well with every Palate; noy 
can 'Fexpedt, (ſuch are the different bumours of men ) 
that they ſbould generally find ſuch candid Readers, 4s 11 
the Pulpit they were Lleſſed with jadicious and ingenuous 
Hearets : eAnd therefore they dare not £0 abroad, unleſs 
ſheltred under the wings of ſome honouratle Patron. Pay. 
don me therefore ( my Lord) if I preſume to ſend them 
forth under the Umbrage of your Reverend Name ; whoſe 
many expreſstons, of Grace and Kindneſs to my unworthy 
ſelf , have encouraged me to this Addreſs ; And who may 
by right, claim 4 ſpecial intereſt, both in all my labonurs, 
45 mine Ordinary , to whom 1 am bound to te accountable 
for all my ſervice tn the Church ; and pecultarly intheſe, 
as beingerſormes by your panwcny 9 | command. 
And if they ſhall be approved in your Lordſhips eye (which 
all, that know you, know to be -moſt cleay and piercing ) 
1 ſhall not have cauſe to ſuſpet the Cenſures of any  £ 
are judicious ; and others 1 ſhall not need to value, The 
Sermon (1 confeſs) comes forth ſomewhat larger then it 
wa preached, but not a jot altered in any material point ; 
thoſe who beard” #t, and ſhall now read it , will find is 
the ſame, though mcreaſed in ſome expreſsions and 'expli- 
cations, which were prepared, but the flreights of time 
would not permit to be then ſpoken. In this and all my Ig» 
bours , my whole aim and deſipn is, * to Follow the 
Truth in love, azd to aſſert ie with ſobriety. | 7t wil 
Le the rejoyceng of my foul to ſee every one in their ſtations, 
the Clergy eſpecially to maintain the honour of their 
places by an boly bumble, peaceable and blameleſs converſa- 
ton , which is.the. main thing this Sermon drrues at. The 


Go- 


Dedicatory. 
Government and Diſcipline of the Church of England , 
muſt be acknowledged excellent in its Conſtitution, 4nd 
for the main and ſubtance of it , exaftly agreable to the 
Primirive Pattern: It would reuvrue me to ſee everypartt- 
cular AR and Exercite of it as blameleſs in all the ſubor- 
dinate Officers hands ; Piety and Peace bauving their 
full inconragement 3 and all Sin and Impiery , Schiſm 
and Pr :phaneſs meeting with ther proper (enſures ; 
that the Churches Fudicatories may be revered of all , and 
deſpiſed of none. 
It hath been a ſorrow to my ſoul to ſee ſometimes that 
high Cenſure of Excommunication. ſo abuſed on ſt:;bt 
and wery trivial occaſions , until I confudered how an 
offence ſmall in the beginning, was increaſed much by a 
fuperadded Contumacy , and the Eccleſiaſtical Court had 
n0 other way to Vindicate it ſelf from the contempt of ſuch 
contumacious ſpirits, or to compel men to obey: And yet 
hath not this of late proved 4 ſufficient remedy againſt the 
frowardneſs of perverſe men, who ſlight even this, ſofar, 
4s that by their own voluntary [eparations they prevent the 
Churches Cenſures , that the Church ( as it may ſeem) ſball 
0g need to excommunicate them, who are Aunngraxeil * and 
ao excommunicaterhemſelves. 7t is my great expeRa- 
tio n and hope , that when the right reverend Fathers of the 
Church, the Biſhops of the upper, and the Reverend 
Clergy of the nether Houſe of Convocation ſhall again 
aſſemble, ſome ſuch effeFual courſe will be found out to 
reduce men to, and preſerue them\in Peace and Order , 
that by a prudent exerciſe of Diſcipline un all parts there- 
of the honour of the Churches Pudicatories may te preſerv- 
ad, 'and yet ſo high a Cenſure may not te debaſed to ſecular 
ends, nor on low and light occaſions ; that even thoſe 
zho bave evil will at Sion , may ſee, and be forced to ac- 
| knowledge, 


* Tic.3.14. 


TRY 


* Dan.7.9- 


[*] Pro.16.31, 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


trowledge, that the (bhurches aim , is the ſpiretual and 
eternal Advantage of her. Members, and not the worldly 
advantage of ber Officers and Governvurs , whoſe eyes 
look not þ low, as to a ſecular profit to themſelves ; and 
whoſe pious ſouls are cordially affeRed to, and only zealous 
for the real and proper intereſt of Chriſtianity, viz, Pte 
cty and Peace tn the Church. 

My Lord, I have only this one thing to beg, that you 
would not judge me in this, [0 Vain as to preſume to teach 
or aire ſo venerable Fathers ; but only accept. of. this 
eAddreſs as a faithful expreſsion of mine bigh obſervapee 
of your Lordſhip ; to whoſe judicious and paternal (en- 
ſures , Ivreadil ſubmit my ſelf, and all my labours And 
a5 the Lord, who is the * Antient ot days, hath al«q 4a 
adorned your head with that, which the wiſeſt of meer - nin 
did deſervedly call, | *] A Crown of Glaty,..Gray 
hairs found in the way of Righteouſneſs z. Sothat be 
would add to your days a Nc<ſtors years, that this little Di. 
ocels may be (till happy under your Lordſhips prudent aud 
grave inſpetion : and when the time ſhall come that yau 
muſt be gathered to your Farhers, that He will then tray- 
flate you from your Throne tn the Church on earth to a far 
more glorions Throne in the higheſt beayens, 1s,-and ſhall 
ſtall Le the unfeigned Prayer of 


From my Vicaridyge Your Lordilupsin all 
at Twwbridpe, humble and-due. 
Novemb; ro. 1662, Obfervance's: * 


JonN STILEMAN; 
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Kanus Thpoegrares« 
Heb, XIII, XVII. 


Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your (elves, 
for they watch for your ſouls, as they that mmſt g rye account, 
that they may doit with joy and not wth grief :* for that 1s 
unprofitable for you, 


Hen I copfider the work , and occaſion of 
this meeting , I cannce but wich confi» 
dence prefume that we are ali aſſembled 
with the voyce of Joy and Praiſe ; te« 
joycins in this day', that now thr 
the "coodnefſe of God we ſee: again 
the face of a Church in the beramty of 
Orarr, 

It was a ſad time with the D;ſciples, ( 4) when they were (a) Mat8.24, 
ſailing ; the winds raging , a ftorm increaſing ; and yet the _ 
Pilot ſleeping. Such a dreadfull rime, fuch a furious Rtorm 
hath this poor Church felt ; when ber P:/ots were not ſtrep- 
ing, but by a popular fury thrown out of the ſtern ; and not 
the Hierarchy only , butthe whole order of Miniltry been 
forced to ſirugle with the moſt impetuous billowes , and to 
encounter with thoſe.(trong oppoſitions, which have ariſcn, 

t. Partly, from a Spirit of »-0;haneſſe, becauſe ' men love 

not to be controuled , and therefore (6b) hate thoſe , who re» (b)Amos 5.10, 

prove inthe gate, And 2. Partly , from a Speric of prede 

[chiſme and arrogance ,' becanſe men (corned to be taughr, 


When the Devil would overchrow the Church, or Religion, 
it 


The Diviſion 
& the rexr. 


(c) Rom.6.1 5, 


Kaaug Tlpoegrwre 5- 
It1s his firſt work co oppoſe her Bi hops and Prieſts, 18 A mts - 
chriſtian, uteleſſe, and what nor. \ 

Bur ( Bleſſed be God) Chritt our Miſter ſlzeps not; -bur is 
awake to our help , hatti rebuhgd rhe wind , and 1b: ſeas , and 
reltored a Calme-: Now are the Pilots ac the Helme , . ind 
what remains , but that we ( as Mariners } obſerve their 
commands , obey them in their, and be diligent in che 
works of our own places, viz, That we obſerve the ſteps of 


-the Church , the foorft: ps of the flock; that we actrend on, 


and feed by the ſhephexrds tems, Andit ye wait there, ye are 
to bring not your body only , but your Soul ; not the ear, but 
the Heart to receive and obey their word, And ſuch is the 
Command of the Apoſtle here in the text; 


Obey them that have the Rule over you, &c, 


Our Apoſtle doth in this Chapter / as ip the cloſe of his 
Epilitle)heap up many exhortations co divers duties of ſeveral 
natures, Which have no neceflary connexion : they are not 
like Flors ſerta , flowers bound up in a poſic, bur as pong 
ſeverallyin a garden : not like Pcarls on a firing ; butas lai 
looſe vpon a table, any one to be taken , as occaſion re- 
quires : we have therefore no need to look for a dependance. 
They are an entire exhortation-to a Chriſtian carriage to= 


. Ward thoſe, who rule over usin the Church/for of theſe eccle- 


fiaſtical officers doth be here ſpeak, ) 
Obey them that rule over you, and ſnbmit your ſelv:s, &c. 


In which words,I ſhall obſervetheſe two generalls, - 
1, A Command, or exhortationto a duty. And therein 
1. An A& required , and that is double, 
1. N3+3s', Obey, be perſvaded by, and aſſent 
ro their Words, Do&rms, and Commands, 
2. "Tmixd|s, Tecld, Submit, to (c) Obey from the 
heart that TImy $1 axis, ro be moulded, or 
framed by it ; ic is a ſpirkuall obediencero 
aſpiritual word, 
2. The 


- - 


Karuy 


2. The objeft , nis iy4uros Vudy, Your Guides, or 
Rulers ; qu: gregs preſunt, & preeuntaut Paſtores, 


II. The Motive: or Keatons inforcing the duty, Taken 
I» Ab Offcio, 'Aypunyic:i yae;vmig roy Yuxor vuar. 
Their care is for your Sows,chey Waich ever and for them, 
2+ A Neceſſario: #5 xkyor knob dawTes. They muſt give 
acconnt ; Of their paines wich you, of your carriage torhem. 
3. 4A Commodo. va wore 2024s T31e mo16o;, Your obedi- 
ence ls their comfort, and chey (hall then give account wh 


Jos. Po. 

4. Ab Incommods, If they muſt with grieffay ( asin the 
(d) propher ) We have labowred in vain , we have ſpent our 
Brengeh 59 vain and for nought ; This will be 

1. AGrief to them, & wi 5wwdZorſes. Asnot (e) 

groan ing under a burden , (viz. of ſorrow ) for your fins and 
miſcarriages ; and though it be no other danger to them, for 
(fYcberr work.is with the Lord, and their reward wth God, Yet 
it will be | 

2. A Damage tO you. davoilaris yap vuly Tile. Knprofi- 
tableyit will nor quit coſt:it is a welwgrs , Or Litotes, ye mill be 
much damnified by ir.Signifying, ( g ) »on ſine proprie ſal#tis 
jacturs pattoribus nos eſſe moleitos,& immorigerss ; The dil- 
obedience of People is an heart-grief to their Paltors;but che 
Damage is theic own, 

Theſe are the particulars ; and now you ſee I have 2 large 
field to walk in , more before me then che time will allow me 
to-ſpeak to; yea ſuch as my Rammering tongue and coo 
weak wit ( I fear ) isnot able to handle as the matter de- 
ſerves : but being enjoyned this Task,I ſhall labour to anſwer 
thoſe commands , and your expeRations , ſo far as God 
ſhall enable me , and the time and your patience ſhall give 
leave ; and ſuitably, I hope, in ſome meaſure to this preſent 
Afembly. 

I ſhall begin with the 

x. General, The Duty required , Obedience to Governours 
in the Church : Obey them that have the rule over you. Here I 
ſhall crave leave to bandle the latter branch firſt: to frad our 
the Government and Govergours , their office , work, and em. 

B ployment : 


(d)10.49.4. 


()) For the uſe 
of the word,ſce 
2 Cor.e2, 
Rom.,8.23. 
(f)lni49.4 


(gs) Mar.ex C4. 


. 


Obſ erve 1. 


A Goycrnment 
in the Chu:ch 


aſſerted» 


(6) 1 Cor.12. 


8 
(3) x Thel 5 4: that arc 
 thatcommand , - znd adtmoniſh\ thoſe 


Iz 
(4)-1 Ty 5: 


I7s 


(11 Cor.14. 


_—_ * 
God's God, of 
Order, 


(m) Judg.Ch. 
17,18,19, 


The Church a 
City. 

(:z) Plal.87.3. 
{0) Eph. 2.12». 
(p)Eph.t-19, 
(q) Phil.z-2 1+ 
[r) Eph. 2.19. 
(s )Gal.6.10, 
A Family, 


An Arty; nw), ! 
(t) Pal. 84.7. 
(v] Pſal.r:0 3 


The neceſſity of Gowernment 
ploymgnt : and this will he]p us better tovnderfiandour duty, 
Obedigacrrothem, Tot; irpuirers 6jtth. * a 

I. 'T here #5 then in the Charch 4 Government, aud Gover- 
nonrs," Officers ſer thereby God thac muſt beebeyed* and ir 
15 1ndeeg a kind of rebellion againſt God vo denyor oppoſe 
them;'"'Obty thoſe chat Rule. Whefe ?' in Bolieies ? yes, bur 
thet not of this place « bur in Fre [tSuftioss, furch #4 2476 no: 
for yout"*eftares;'Tibertics, tives 31 but your ſons Pavko take 


- care of your {pititual concernies © thole Reuters mentioned 


Rom.12.$. ( forcivil Rulers come after, Ch. 13, ) which 
(h)God hath ſet is bis Chureh:thoſe (5) n@mirmas & vuip,X; Te 
Toayubvesad veer Gy te : that arc over you ;thar feadiln'yhe'yin, 


(&) 9965! onfic rs 
mers 2uTies - 10 mult be thus, for | 

1 God its a(/)Go4 not of confuſion but of Praot and will have 
therefore an Order in hig houſe; Want of Govgtnitient is 
the ſpring ſof Confuſion , when ſome ſer up one way \, fmt 
anothez:t is ſo in the civil tate» The poor Levire (#5) foiind 
ic (9 in 7ſracl he hath mo juftice,call rhe Whole Tand is ir com» 
buftion ;- and all this for want of Goverhinent X Theve WAS 
no K ing 1n ]ſrae! : 2nd thacthe hke'is the'cafe of the Church 
without her Rulers, 

experience. - 9 1 L 0 SAtSD 
2., The Church is a C;ry,a Family, an"Ammiy;n Blythe 


Mn on EEE 


A? TY Church." 2 5 
aud that-in Decencyiand Otder: 14 tht $tavty of helimeſr, (w)Cam. 6.46 
ſuch is Fern{alew;, (w:) an» Army, a well marthalled ar- 

my , 4h banners, and there we know is the [itaiteft diſci- 

pline ; molt abſolute commands'; - and every one fitialy 

enjoyncd his place and Ration, 'It'is "Order makts an Arm 

cerrible 2 Thus makes the enemies labour ſo much pic Ie 

the Governours and Minifters in the Church; for they know, 

Deftroy this order , and the Chutch is ruined, 4. of Bo. 4 Body. 

dy, which the Apoſtle briefly hints in char , to the Rowans, 

): T hers are my members #n one body yet all have not the (#) Rom, 12, 
awe office; ſo we being many are ono body in Chrift, Which 4. 5+ 
he more. largely ba in tis Epitile co the Corinthians. (5c, 
There-we bave Head, and Members, and among the parts, IS 
ſome todireft , as che ee z fome to be diretted as the bands, 
and feer , &c. Thus in the Church , the Body of 
Chrif., ſome have one office, ' and place , fome©ano- 


I'% 


3«; And the Cenſare; to be exerciſed , which the Chinch ig ©*ſ#es ne+ 
commanded, (x) put away from among ay Cut of - —— 
by excommunication., rhar wicked perſon: and for which ſhe ( i, bu 
is commended , (+) and willed again to reffore' the Penitent; = 
theſe evidences that there muſt be Officers to diſpenſe then, (-) 1 Cor, x. | 

4- Neither would there. be ground for choſe fliatpe re- The "cg/ct of 
profes to the Corwthrevs, (b) for hot caſting 6ur rhe inte- them reproved, 
(lyous.; of the Ange! of Pergamns (c) for tolerating the Bu- 0 Ss. C 
laamites , and Nicelaitans , or of Thyatire (d) for ſuffer- 16, Rh. F 
ing char ſeducing Prophereſſe , had not God ſet up ſuch Go- 
vernours in his Church , and given thent power ro Rute ; 
and: order the 2ftairs theveof. 
We- may juſily therefore wonder what ſhould ſo befor "ow 
the mindes of thoſe, who would be thought Chriſtians , 
that cheic-heares ſhould be ſo' averſe ro' Government , and 
they be ſo eakily ftirred up ro throw'6ur cheir Rulers., We 
cannot but with horror look back to rhe years , that are paſt: 
Ob,where were the #544440, the Tipo75dyueyer: When che bedge 
of Government , the fence of Religion was broken down ;. 
how —————— imo the vineyard , _— 

\ 2 Wi 


{e) 2 Tim. 3.2, 


The neceſſity of Government 
Wild Boar deſtroy the Vine ? Nature it ſelf reacheth thac 
in every ſociety , Sacred of Civil, there muſt be Order and 
Government : yet ſuch is the corruption of men, that wherr 
the Yoke (though never ſo cafie.) ispur upon them! , their 
hearts riſe gn it , they would not be' ruked. Whenice is. 
this frowardneliſe and averſion ? bur eicher, x. From: a Selfe- 
Lowe , 2 love to baſe luſts , men are: (e) lovers of themſelves 


 (5.e.) of carnal ſenſual ſelfe , and then diſobedient ro Pa- 


_ 


({)Prov.26.16, 


(e)Pſal. 12. 4. 
(b)Luk.19.14e 


(5) Philz, 21, 


rents , hate all Governors , becauſe unwilling their luſts 
ſhould be reformed : 2: or Selfe-conceir\, 'every one thinks 
(as he-in the Comrck ) Conpplu ſatis eft in me mubiz thiy tte 
proud, and ſcorn to be taughc ; think chat they know more , 
and can do better themſelves, like So/omons fool , (f) Wiſer 
in their own conceit, then ſeven men that can rendey a reaſon, 7. 
or , Seife-will , they lay we are our own , (g)-who ſhall con- 
rroul us, Nolumus hunc regnare, We will not have ſuckrute 
over us, We will not , andall the reaſon is , becauſe Fewilh 
»ot, 4. Or Self-refpeft : Men look at a vain repute to them- 
ſelves , (i) Moſt men ſcek, ther own things , and not the things 
of Chriit, They would be Rulers, Governors, and Com- 
manders themſelves z and take it zs a diſcredic , that others 
ſhould not ſo account them , when yet they - have never 


- well learnedto hear, or to obey.” - Bur 


2, 
(ID) Iſa, 1.26, fi ſ 


3+ 


Bleſſed be God (&) He hath reſtored 64r judges a3 at the 
rſh , aud our Governonrs 45 at the. beginning, Though the 
Reines of Diſcipline have. beer broken , - and the bands 
of Governmeat looſed;- yer are they now repaired-,/ and 
theſe Reines pur into the proper hands, Now we ſee again 
the face of a B:ſhop viſiting big Church and Clergy :* Now 
we ſec the Mimfters encouraged in their work that they 
may in peace watch over the Souls of the flock, anid diſpenſe 
the myſteries of heaven co them. | 
Let i then be our daily prayer.,. that God, whohath' this 
raiſed up the Church from-the Grave, and reſtored her an- 
cient Diſcipline, and Fathers ,' would pleaſe 'eo!g6 on to- 
perfe& our happineſs,: and-preſerve this Order andGovern. 
ment that it may continue;to;be: 1 . A fence & mo ro the 
Qrdjnaxces of God, the Adaunilications of grace, God having 
| Ot- 


in the Churdb,. | 


ordained (picial Adminiſtrators for ſpecial Admimſtrati- 
ons 1, fot ſpecial Ordinances, ſpecial Officers2, 'A fence toRelj- 
$ion,to- keep out Errors & Hereſies, 3. A Preſervarrve of Pupity, 
and Scourge of prophanefſe. 4. Ani Hedge to theChurch, to 
ptcſerve the bands of - Unity), and-ro make (1) Jerufatims as 
a City that 15 compatt togerher ,. and keep off Schi/m and Di- 
vifion,.  We:may look and eremble. ar; che ſad and: diſmal 
wracks of the Church, fince this Union was broken : Some 
men-glory in the name of Separation ; but did they” know 
and confider yehat ic is , they would look upon 1t as Res tre- 
mendae i horreuds ; when there catinot be found any: one of 
the ſeperate Congregations 'of England of a little 'fanding), 
buc which have fatlen inco moſt monfrous opinions ', and 
innumerable ſubdiviſions z hence' Arran», Socrmans, Ana- 
baptifts, Famulifts\,, Buakers, and what not No wonder 
thatſp great 4 ſinas Schitme , ſhould? be. accompanied with 
ſo fearful Þ lagues, >>) | [4066 

1..:We have now feen a neceſfhty of Government and Go- 
vernor in the Church. 

2+ We are now to enquire, x, Who are theſe Governors, and 
2. What is their office and work. 

1-. The Ofpcers. and: Gavernars to: be obeyed, ate called 
here i9/4pcra 100ther plices ( ms ) INlyoiradurer ,* Higoesd)es ; 
ſometimes”Exiczors, ſomertidnes ITecof)rge;, The word ts 
different ; bur, in.the maitx,- the perſons and office are the 
ſame. | | 

3. The firſt and Primary Gbvyernors are the 'Brfbyps of the 
Church, theſe are the Eprſcops ,rand;-theie' the Preſbyters, 
the Primary and proper:E{deri. . bn the begaining called 
Apsſt&s, and ( becauſe "thy oontinued not in their perſons 
bur their ſucceſſors ). Apoſtalical men in. the firſt age , and 
Biſhops inthe ſucceeding ages of the! Church, Theſe are 
they-to whom Sc. Peter writts ;. (»YUTpuo &rſdpus TALAXRAD 5 
ovurpes fy]. Such Elders then 'were:they +, as St; Peres 
hunſelf was , he was but: # fe{fow-Etder ;1* fuch 2s they and 
no more then they , in- that patt of his Apoſtolical office , 
which, was of ſtanding and perpetual -uſe in the Church, 
their work , as wellas his, was, $719%e74y , (o) to overſee , 
3 ro 


(!)PAal. 122.3 


The Governors 
MH ho 2? 
(m)Rom. 12,8, 
1 Thel, 5. 12. 

Phil: ie 
AR, 20. 28. 
1 Tim, EF. 17. 


The Bithops, 


(n)iPe. 5.1, 


(0)1 Pex. F, 2, 


_ were \mvreviam, jo: berwnder » Ot obey:the 'B 


(1) Gro. in 
LIN. 33. 3» 


Presbyrers ,atd 
Particular 


and Apofto 


2. 
Paſtors, 
Others uſed by 
che prudence cf 
Church, 


The Prager:Churcb-Governours. 
tO Rule «4 BiPops ower the flock,,.and there the A 


ſeems 
to. ma kean Evident difapgiion , and 3m paricy 38 the Exan- 
gelewall Mumnifiry ? fome (p) Hles#fv]eget , nor fo tnuch in 
Agt, as in Office, whole work was to feed \, and Govern, 
Touts 2,and (71040708 ſome (g) Nidlyoa which: by. Ap 


nalogy to- the former verſes , I 'conceive, may. well be in» 
cerpreted to be';, (not. young 1» Age , (or! Nevicts in fhris 
ftianity. , but)! Fumenrs in regard of Plateiand Offize:, _ 
Church , ſotbarcleatly'there. muſt be jn Ce Cle, ; both 
the: TIperacrbpuyrer x of Prepoſiti:yc The Boſhopr,"'orby whac 
other name ſo.ever they tay. fizly be.caljed, for we: ſtand 
not upon ame: but thmyy 3 andehe or. Swb* 
iti , or Subordinat: , the, Subordinate Paſtors, Pritfts, or 
Minsters (caltthem asyou-pleaſe)) who'in their 
are to Govern! and feed their peculiarflockes ,: yet ta be uns 
der and obey their Biſhop. The #74444 -then'in \therexr|, 
in the firſt noriowy.2are (as the kearned Groums in \thockher 
place notes ) (x) 2: in Eccleſia [ublimuorem Cater is ronſes 
cuti ſunt gradum ;. ut Apoſtoli; & poſt xox Epiſcops, © 

2. Next to theſe are the Particular Paſtors of the ſeverd 
Congregations, -Theſe-are aifo the ſtanding officers inthe 
Church; though\cobe under the Brſrop, yer to Fred ;Go- 
vern z add lead \cheir | flocks: , and their . work "is" alſo 
Toudnuy, tryiioe', and Trier x as the Scriptures evidence. 
Both theſe in their places and ſtations muſt be included un» 
der the: #34uerc 10 the text; Theſe have their place by Devine 
ken! -inftitution. -- 5 (5 

And+3;' Beſides theſe , thereare or- may be'many other 
particular: officers, which though they have nor ſuch a per.. 
ticular-expreſſe Divine infiirution ,  yet' the Wiſdom of ' the 
Church hath found them requifite, and atleaft Pradfnt :a/- 
ly receſ[ary for the affiſtance of theſe undoubred Paſtors, and 
for. the'canvenience of the ſeverall adminiltrarions5 Which 
beivg eſtabliſhed in an authority by che Law of the Church,or 
Kingcom,of which we are (ſuch asamongft us the C haxcellor, 
Archdeacon;c.or other like officers in other Chutches) t 
mult by us be reckoned among theſe iy/4wrw and according- 
ly are to be obcyed in thei places, 2, 


The Gewernonry Office. 2g 

2, Having: found. -the Officers, we are: nexc \t0enquire The office of 
their, Work and emplo mea, - And: thenrext wilt (ber: ny Governows, 
ſeveral particulars woich. noting , bath 1. in chews othce., 
and 2, inthe obje& of ir, Le 

x. lathe Ofpcer wehaveshele four 1 remarkable , _ 
Vie Abe; fk Pregedence 1,51 $2=e 1} ©G0 CR 
YOAOE, of TH A Wit %3eIC)1 office, 

Ry: aca They are over gow; a dis g I, 

..y abovg (p14 in relation ro matters obahe+:Chyrghs) $0/ Eminence, 
are all Ruſers yver the Ruled : it is ſ0.in the Stare ,.{#)- ler ( (2) Num,” 
the Lord ſet « man over ha (ongregazion, (ach Woes 5448 ts "ali | 6 
ſon (ho Ghurohx (if Lhv! 1. \the: wife ſteward 5(wbows/ the ds 125 Du 
Lond (bal {nous Ruber ver fag hawſe 2 oithough thy: aze> all 
ſecyams a0 the Lord of. gll-q yecare: ſome in "rr ahans over 
the reſt; as the matinee > Sid rideoIhi b:tore mention» 
ed, Yea even the Deacons ate ſaid to have ſome degree of 
ENUACRSP) 7: pms "ge «to thym/ cues. rwocin fate 1 "ji 09d 
argre x uoielie thes. bacgather rolbecunderſiond; rharby chit 
fubfull dilgenge in thatclovet, 'theyicometo gary a-hight- 
ef, degregin:the Church. But-however chis.;is: clear in rhe 
Place of Gonernoutss theres an Emmences © i! 1 

3: Which mat -engage viifftcioursta yeibd that jt Re- Hſe 
veteics, FOE mw bo o1tt Supaides for. Hos place fake # Engaging. 1. 
And i 8 20D me0 Nnpb 
.- For us Fn Brethren of the Clagy d | Dies) Aus inferiours. 
0007 flacks; ang 9ihavei rs degrtt of Eminency- Id that |; _ ow” 
regaig;abavg them: ſa are We:hy this engaged to: a care. ro» Ro | 
pigſervs, the. 54g tf er 1efſice nad! Manley ro. walke! 
worthy.of Quin high: :caliin2 5i-A6t Þy ohg vain pomp) ofrithe: 
world ,, TER holy. exa&t coaverfation:; walkmyg ſo. much 
che mare watebſally, and warily,,' as; muck. as. we. are. above: 
achers.ig-place.y- {© myſt ic be our@re tobabetcer | in! naſe. 
Ko ») 20 9101s « 

$3 Bei the. \maxime in! Law. + Jn Jignate gn ohms; 
pocrat nl ins ; thus was Elzes tm aggravaceds by, theemis , | 
once of hig place y (4): I Choſe: thy "Fathers how'e=—=r01k (#1 _ ” 
thaege be my Progih——1# nn &c; And oe Ip 
Je : Knapp alfo? 


117 nv 


Qyo major dignitat , © major deformitas, Sinin a Mini- 
er, is ikea Wenn not on: the foot; or hand}, but in the 
face or over the eyes. Sedes Summa, tt vita inmy ate ill- 


matched. 


(x) Mar, 5.13. 
I4 


2. 
Precedence. 


(y) Heb: 12, 2+ 


And we certainly have more eyes upon us, our faults are 
more conſpicuous \'then any ;-"as a black ſpot upon a white 
robe,iviir@ raureas tt onihe m3 Iparsriper. In a valley,things 
may be hid , and not ſeen untill we come upon them : 
but ze (x) (if any'} are rh4' /ig ht of the world 3 @ (ity [et 
upon 4n hill cannot be hid, ' Sol: [atere i licet , Regs (adde E- 
psſcopo, Clero) lice. And befides all this, 

We may. be ſure, our faulrs will be more obſerved then 
all our abilicies , pains, arid good ations whatſoever. The 
glory and brighcnefſe of che Suri paſleth all the year little no- 
ted : but one Eclipſe calls'the eyes of all to dehold and ob- 
ferve it, 

* Thus the general holy example , eminent ' preaching of 
Mumilters mer beſeen , & is lictle obſerved : but every one 
is ready to take notice of the leaſt aberration ; that they 
may have: ſomeching , wherewith co put off our rebukes; or 
by our example encourage andſooth up themſelves in their 
ſins ; or take occaſion” to blaſpheme of reproach our fun&ti- 
on. As therefore we are in p/ace of Eminence , ſo letit be 
Our care to maintain the honour of owr place by an holy and 
blameleſſe converſation, 

2 The nexrconfiderablc in chis office , is 33nerw Prece- 
dence togo before, 'and ito lead the flock :' for this is 54679 
it is vox caſftreuſss 2 but uſed bf Publick \perſonr ,' whether 
in the Camp, City , or Church : and this' iyiuere; ( ye 
know ) anſwer ro the Heb : 183 Dix, Preſul, An 
tiſtes, As the Prince hath Precedence in C:v1il things ; the 
Captain in Miktary : Sothe 'Prieff in Sacred, The Biſhop 
as Leiyetennat General under Chriſt, who alone is ( y ) 
Apxaryds the Cheif-Captain : and” the Presbyters, 'as inferior 
Captains , and ſubordinate leaders, Who are to' ſer them- 
ſelves in the Front or Fore-ward of their ſeveral Charges , and 
manfully marching before the Church , encouraging all eo 
follow with like valour & diligence in the Chriftian Warfare 
againſt 


The:Gowernors office; 
a24inſt the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 

We have alſo in the Scripture another Metaphor much 
co the ſame purpoſe, (z) let rhe Lord of the Fpiries ( ſaith 
Moſes ) {et a map over the Congregation , that he may go out 
before thems and come inkbefore them ; to lead them out , and 
to bring them 17, that they may not be as ſheep having no 
ſheephard ; alluding to che Cultome of thoſe Eaſtern Coun- 
tries , not (:5 With us ) co drive the ſheep , but to go 
befare and I:ad them, ro which cuftome alſo our Saviour 
alludes, (a): he keep hearing, & knowing the yoyce of ther own 
cepheard do follow hims, Thus Rulers are Leadeys;it is ſoin 
(b)Political it is (o inEccleſiaſticals, Prophers,Biſhops,Preeſts, 
are ſuch Loaders, Paſlors, Guides, as the Scriprures in many 
places ſhew. Which Precedence is not ſo much in Civill 
reſpeRs. , (c) taking the upper hand , &c. as 2 going-be- 
fore athersin away of Do&trin , Dire&ion , CircumſpeR 
Walking, and the example;of an holy life : this is the only 
way to vindicate both our perſons and Miniſtry from con- 
rempt.,. and to gain a Credit , and a Repute to both, by 
being ( d) examples in Word ,' in ( onverſation , in Charity, 
in Spirit 1. Faith and Purity, (e) Paterns of good VYorks, 

not 44 Domingerangs Lords (for it is not the Title of Kypsor 
but the abuſe of power, z«rexuprver, whichis there condem- 
ned) but as en/amples to the flock, . 

This Precedence now mult teach us a double duty, 

1. Diligence. in ſtudy ," to know the way , wethes and 
will of God,'. To get our own eyes enlightned, .and-co 
keep them open : Our ſelves mutt "firſt learn , and be fuf- 
ficiently furniſhed with a Rock of divine knowlegve , ere 
we can teach and inftru others, Iris ſad with the Church, 
when. men wiltundercake to be teachers,” who themſelves 
have not learned the myſteries of faich , avd prnciples 6f 
this Dorin of God,& prows effundere , quan infundi volunt. 
If we undertake to be guides , be ſure firſt that we ſee well, 
(g) if the blind lead theblind , ye know the danger of both. 
Let us not then | be-firangers to our fudies, but be car- 
neft by Study , Meditation and Prayer to gaine an high- 
er meaſure of Knowledge , a deeper and farther 1n- 

C fight 


(4): Johs 10; 
8. 
(b) La. 3. 12+ 


(c)Ma23.6.7 


(d)iTun.4.1% 
(e) Tir. 2.7. 
(f) 1Pec. 5. 3+ 


Vſe. 
Engaging. 

Is 
Diligence 1n 


ſtudy, 


(g)Mar.1 5.14. 
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tz 


(b)z Tim, 2.24 


(3) iTim.4l 3+ 


2, 
Holineſs of life. 
(4) Mat.23-3+ 
$; bene dbaeri- 
mus veſtrum eft 
6 male tixtri- 
mus noſt;um eſt. 
Aug. 


(1) Ia 3. 12. 


(m)Rev. 12.3, 


(8)Proy.4. loſt 


2. 
(0) Greg, Naxj4, 
*n Apologet. 


The Governors Office, 
fight into the mylteries of the Goſpell. Thoſe who are 
to teach others ; ſhould know more then others, we 
muſt be aifaxjixet, ( þ ) aprtand ready to teach, thar 
is our office ; then we muſt be &:Sax]} /earned, that we may 
be able to perform it (;) give attendance firſt to Rea- 
ding,, then to Exhortation, and Dottr ine. 

2. Holineſſe of life , if we are Guides , we muſt take the 
more care that we go not out of the way , leaſt by our miſ- 
carriage we draw others into perdition, True ir is,cur ex- 
amples are no Rule for others to follow in evill courſes , 
nor will it be a plea for any to juſtifie fin , here Chriſts rule 
muſt hold (k) dos they ſay, but denot after their evill 
works, Yet when men areſo prone exemplo vivere, eſpeci- 
ally by the examples of their Leaders ; who ( as Seneca ob- 
ſerves) plus exempls quam peccato necent,there catinot but be 
by our evill examples too great nccafion of fir to the flock, 
And it will be a ſad account that we ſhall make, when 
God ſhall ſay , (/) 2: ducunt te, ſeducnutte; and it ſhall 
appear that we not onely fall. our ſelves , bur like the De- 
vill , or firſt falling Angel (to which there ſeemesto be an 
alluſion in the (-m) Apocalypſe )draw thouſunds alſo down after 
*, Are we Gnides ? then it muſt be our care that we 
turn not tothe right hand or to the left, - but () keep owr 
feet fromevill, We muſt be examples in faith , Charity, 
Parity , &c, If examples, then muſt we firive to be the 
belt , and molt perfeA, ina more refined life, and bigh- 
er purity of Converſation, As we are by our places brought 
xearer to God ;; (0.1n our lives ſhould we ſtrive to be more 
like unto God, 

Excellent is that paſſage of that holy (o) Gregoriez 3v wi 
x&xdy $6 wiver Thy TT] e915 duiroy ” we art tn- 
truſted with this place and office by God, 1t 15 wot enowgh, that 
we are wot wicked (for this is tobe abhorved in the loweſt of 
the people ) butrt muſt be our endeavour to be more above 
them 1 pi:ty and goodneſſe , then we. art inplace and office: 
to account it nothing that we excell them in dignity 3 but to 
account it our ſhame and loſſe , if we mall things anſiver not 
that hoyor, place and employment ,to which we are called : 

we 


Works and Duty. 13 
we muſt not think, 74 ale weow dyubtor, the ſam! meaſure 
fits every perſen ; there 1s not the ſame age or ſirength wþ all 
ror the Jame nature of every Creature , nor the /am? gua- 
lity of every Earth; nor the ſame beauty ani [nitre of eyery 
ſtar, &C, 1t is the fin of private and the m:aneſt ( hriſtians to 
do that which us evill ; but of the Miniſter » Guide , and 
Leader in the ({ turch it #s required , " Api50v ares » þ an 7G 
KRAG Tpobdirer1e, to berhe beſt , and topreceed fill, and 
proceed inthat which us good. 

3. The next remarkable in thig office is #710%0m4 , gf 3. 
( accorging to the word inthe text) 'Aygurrie, PYYarch. Obſervance, 
ing » or Obſervance , and overſight. "Arypunyie: 188 Inſom- 
nem nolhem ducunt vigiles L the word is Emphacically , ag 
if they took 719 nor a wink of ſleep. The Metaphor is 
eaſie, their work is the work of YVatchmen(p) Sonof man [p]Ezck.z. r7, 
(ſaith God)! have made thee a watchman to the houſe of Iſrael; 
and- this Metaphor ſhewes their work, x. They are #xa- 
Ty, to fiand in the YVartch-Tower , as Centinels , to 
prevent danger from without , to declare when the ene- 
mie cometh. 2, Em!ozore# to Qyerſee the flock , to prevent 
their careleſneſle within; that men leep not,or negleR their 
dury, Bath theſe doth the Apoltle mean in that charge 
which he gives in his laſt far-well at Xi/e1w, tothe El 
d*rs or Biſhop of Epheſw. viz, to Timothy the then Bi. 
ſhop (as may well be judged ) of that Metropolis , and the 
other inferiour Biſhops under bim : and if particular Preſ- 
byters were there,the charge is the ſame co them in their ſe- 
verall tations, (q) YVolves will enter in , therefore watch 
and takes heed to your ſelyer and toall the flock,, ovtr which (4]AQ- 20.28, 
the holy Ghoſt hath wade you, rnoxires |, Biſhops, (i, e.) _ 
inſpeftors , or overſeer, And now this Watch is. | 

t A watch for the flock : in a carefull foreſight , to 
prevent rhe;danger that might acrew to their ſouls by any | Te. 
that come among them , whetber by crror, or propraxeſſe, DUIEY *% 
thac they may avoyd them. As Watchmen, if they fee 2 (7) (77 Ezck.z3.« 
Sword comming i» jwdg ment from God , they muſt blow ox. 
che Trumper and warne men , that chey may repent of [#]A\&20.28, 
fin and avoid the —_ lfzhey ſee ( 5 ) YFolves emter * 

2 the 


pg 


14 


(t) Joh.10,12, 
13» 


2, 
A waich ov:r 
the Flock, 


The Gowernonrs Office, 
the fold , Hereticks entet the Church , they muſt give no- 
tice , andtake care of the Church againſt them. FH;relings(r) 
flie when the wolf comes; but it is the PaFfore work cowarth, 
and defend the fold; they mutt artrend, rhat Foxes'cteep 
"not into the vitieyard ; nor weeds grow in the Garden ; nor 
Schiſme, Herefie, or Propbaneſle in the Church of God. 

2. A watch qv» the flock, and ſo much is allo fignified in 
This me wr vxar, a carefull Overſoht ,, to look to them, 
and keep them awake in their dutizs , chat they fleep nor in 
fin or ſecuriryy but awaken by-Repenrance, and keep a- 
wake, It is the work of the Paſtors , totake notice Ot che 
lives and converſations of the people. As Phyſicians are to 
obſerve bodres and diſeaſes : ſo isthe Minſter to obſerve ſouls 
and ſins, that they may apply ſuitable remedies : for this rea 


' ſoniris,- among others, ( v/z, that there may b2 this care- 


The end of this 
Wrtch, 

I, 
To prevent, fin, 


tu ) Ephig.14, 


full iaſpeMon , and' the ſingle Paſtor not bztng able to take 
notice,of or a perſonal inſpe&ion into every particular”) thac 
th wiſedome'of the Church hach thought fir to joyn others, 
inthe reſpeRive Parrſhes, toaſtiſtthe Minſter, (the Church. 
wardens, mean, who, did they conſcientiouſly diſcharge 
their places, and perform the works which the Ehuteh hath 
pur upon them', there would be no place for , or want of 
ſuch an officer as a Lay-El/der in every Church , which ſome 
of late have ſo much tickled for.) Theſe by their conſtanc 
dealings witch che peoplz;having more'and better opporruni- 
ties to look into their lives, are then to acquaint the Biſhop, 
or the Proper Goverfiours and Paſtors with them , that they 
may a&t as becomes watchmen. Ir is every. Chriſtians office, 
in charity, to conſider one another , to provoke tolxyt, and to 


g00d works, it is theirs, m Duty ; that the watchmen may ſee, 


that men live as becometh Chriſtians, ' The en4 of which /»+ 
Felon \s , nor toexerciſe- a Dominion for the honout or 
profir of our ſelves , but for the edification and advaritage of 
the flock, w:z. 

1- To prevent ſin, to keey menawake : as perſons ſet to 
watcha fickiman after ſotne Potion , where fl:zp wouldbe 
dangetouy, [S;z is the 7) Nep of the Toul'; we are then to 
watn; that men ſin not : :ot af they fin, then 

2.To 


Wark and Duty. * iy 
2: To awaken andyoure min from ſin. By repentance met 
amake:: and it'is the watchmans work, - by Dorine, Ex- ,,_ . 7 
horcation , Admonicion, Rebukz, Diſcipline and 'Cenſures yo ang 
to bring men toRepentance,that they maybe faved. -B;np5 _—_— —— 
arethe Ange/s of the ſeverall Churches, who as they" thutt be 
(x\Jwatchbfall,and rouze up themſelves; ſo muſt they quicken 
ethersalio, and ſo /ireng then the things that ar: realy to dye; (t) Revel.z 2. 
(3) {f any be overtaken in a fault, ye wbich ave ſpiritnal,(i,c,) (1) Gal 6.4, 
whe have acrained to greater mealutes, eſpocitily if in place 
and office, Take, Ruile, R:/fore /nch a-man : This atfo mbft Kanraprigers. 
reach us, 


1. A care for our ſelves, How cay we wateh over, or #'*. 

for others, if we keep not out own ſouls avfake. That com-- 12 <n82g* 

mand of Chriſt, which isgiven to oze , is given (= } to all,” , 7: 

VF atchy but eſpecially in our places. Who will-fer a drow- bes 

—=y ſpiric to watch others : //by ſlzep ye ? ſaith Chriſt to his! (4) Mar.1 3.44%. 

Diſciples. We are Sh:-pheards, if we ſleep, who ſhall look 

to the Flock Þ or how can-we keep others waking 2 Our firſt 

care then muſt be for our ſelves, (a) Take heed ro your [elves (4) At.z0.28: 

firſt, then tothe flock5: firlt (6) to thy ſelf , then to thy do- (4), Tim 4.14 

rine, and this. 1s the way 10 ſave bithow ſelves and th:m that | 

hear w, Otherwiſe, though by our do&rine , we may be'a 

means to ſave others ; yer by our workes we ſhall damn our 

ſelves: ahd( as Naziarmer makes the compariſon) prove- 

but as the Water uſed 1n Bapts/we , a ſeal of lift to others, but 

it ſelf afteywards running ito the ink, This made St Paul (© | 

carefull of:himſelf, \(c) To keep down hs body; (o-that , When (31 C0,9.47, 

he' preachett to athers,, himſelf ' might not become 4 taſt-away * = 

this done, our next care muſt b2- | 

2. Af tender Care of the Flocks unde# our charge. Their ſouls 2 

le atſtake :' if che ſhepheard be'carcleſle', the ſheep muſt A care forthe 

periſh r if the centinels leep, -the' ciry will be ſurpriſed ; if Flock, 

we be idle , not diligent' ir the 'workes of out plate, ro 

watch and watn , "the enemics vet advantage” j Herericks 

creep into the Church ; fin Refls upon the fouls of men 5 

and People dye fot want of kno vitdge :' if they fn, and con- 

Lnue 5/ Fad die , they dye in their own fin-; but if init they 
| periſh 
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(4)Ezck, j3.1- 


IQ. 


4: 
Governance, 


(e)Rom.8.1 2, 
1Thel.F.1z, - 
1 Tim.c.37. 
Et paſſim. 


(NiPer.$.243. 


(g) Jam.z.r. 


(b) 1 Cor. 16 
14+ 
(i)zTim. 20245 
25, 
(4)z Tim. 4.2, 
(UTitez iy, 


The Governors Office, 
riſh through our negle&, their (4d) blood will lieon our 
ads , and be required at our hands ; but if we warn them 

and dg our duty, whatſoever the eyent or ſucceſle be to them, 

we haye Delvered our own ſouls, This is our third work [n- 

ſpeition, and Obſervance. | 
4, The fourth and la(t conſiderable in this office is $y4worls : 

Governance: Hurarchia, A. ſacred juriſdiction ; they are 

1y$perce, to be o:yed and ſubmitted to, 1 need mor cire 

thoſe many texts (e) wherein they are called agyirduere; and 

TpesrdT4;: words of Rule and Amthority, | Theic is 4 Govers 

nance , In the Venerable B:/hops, who are 'EmexorFr745 to 

have the rule and overſight as, of the flock,, ſo of the Kaigw , 

the Clergy alſo, (as the Antichrſ;s in Sr, Peter muſt infer, ) (f) 

emoxons vor —— My as grraxverdormys of xnAgoy , d&2AG TY mY — 

Ti Tours, A. Government, Which 1s not Deſporical , or Ma- 

giFerial , for the benefit of themſelves z not Lordlike or 

Domineering ; no, they claime it not, they exerciſe ir not ; 

but, Paternal, and Paitoral, for the benefit of the Church, 

and ſalvation of ſouls : notas(g) Lords or HMaſters over 
them ; bur, as Paſtors, Brethren, Fathers ,, over the ſeveral 
Preſbyters , and hor. Under theſe, The Preſbyters 
alſo ( though ſubordinate to the Brſhops,- as Snbjefts, 
ſhall I ſay, nay rather as Sovs, or Brethren in ' ſubordina- 
tion to obey them as Fathers ; yet) to Govern their” reſpe- 

&ive flocks ; not Commanding wich Dominion ; but Feed» 

ing, Teaching ; ſo Ruling (6) with Charity , and all poſſible 

(:) Metkneſſe , and Gentleneſſe,, with all (4) Long-ſuffering 

and patience, and yet with an holy (1) Awherity allo , were 

Tdaws om T&yis, Now though we confider the B: ſhop as Di» 

lin& from, becauſe in chis point of Governmene ſuperiour 
to other Preſbyter: 3 yet the happineſle of a Church very 
much confiſteth in the {weer harmony and conſent between 
theſe two ; the one Ruling as a Father , the other obeying 
2s ſons and Brethren, and yet Both together exerciſeing a Go» 
vernment in the Church ; A Reverend Epy/copacy pretiding, 
aſffiſied with a pious nate Pre/bytery , whichthe ſcrip. 
tures Warrant , the lawes of our Church eſtabliſh ; (nor do 
any, that I know, claiine any other Authorty) I ſhall nor di- 
vide them,bur only conſider where this Goverament, "_ 
ney 


Work and Daty 7 
they thus exerciſe, doth confilt, viz. Chiefely in theſe four 
chings. 

1. Admonition ,this is one of their works,they labour, and are This excerciſed 
ever x (m) x v4vrirres andadmmiſh ; itigan Apotiolicalh 1-1n Admentir 
charge: If any obey not —{(n) Mark ſuch a man, yet count biw Ou 
not preſently an enemic , but re347fiT% os ddager » Admonſh ._< 
him as a brather , And there muſt proceed, pies 4 SdTige [1):The\.3.10 
role, (+ > One ant another Adlmonition , before there be (9s) Tir.. 10, 
a paſhng to ſeverer Cenſures, Such mild and meck ways 
being firſt tob2 uſed ;, as Chirurgeons are nor to uſe Corra- 
ſroes, or Cauſticks, where gentler Remedies will ſerve the 
curn, The firſt work is wmgri{ey, (p) gently and ren- (p) Gal. 6, r. 
derly To bind up the brokgu joint, and rettore the diſlocated 
member : bur if chis Admwontion Prevails not , then muſt 
be added , RN 

2. Shaype Repr:hen/ion : When gentle Plaiſters do no 2. Rebute. 
good, Cauſticks and ſharper Remedies muſt be applied : (4) Gal6.1, 
(q) idr ecy14897 71, if any be overtakgn, Ot. ſurpriſed, ule 
him in ſuch a caſe withall poſſible lenity : bit , is eepay- 

Bdry, if a man overtaks fin , there mult be another courſe : 7 
(7) Uſe ſome tenderly , ingtin , with all compaſſion, diftin- (7) Jada, 23. 
guiſhing n ſinners ; but othery ſave , © obfu, pluck 
_ out by an The ,. that they may be afraid ro fin, 

Miſe avrhun; 3 R:buke them ſharply, of cuttingly,, in . 
love. ro their le, har they ard ploy Andit fach © 3% % 0. 
Rebukgs prevail not , the Church mult *pur forch her 

Fo Eeclfufical Cenfure (+), hor wen þ 

3. Ecclefiaſlical Cenſures : ( t » men ſin openly, re- 
buke b this 1.5 all, that others may fear. When chave is ( — 
an open Scandal, thzre muſt be a publick Cenſure, («) () 2 Theſ. 3. 
Znjens 2n 4 Note that man ; ſet a brand upon him 5 thac he I4. 
may be brought to ſhame, When Private Rebukes avail 
not, a publick Cenſure, muſt Tucceed ; and” jf this prevails 
nor, it makes way for , 

4. The laſt,, Cutting off, or. Caſting ont of the Church 4.Fxcifion,” or 
by Excommunication :, Thisis the highet Cenſure, and che Excouumunice- 
laſt which che Church muſt, or can uſe , and thar buc in the © 
higheſt Caſes, Men cur not off a limb for a light ſpor, or 
letle 
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Excommunitation where needful, 


Autle 1::egylariry ; nor ſhouldthe Church. caft our and ex 
communicate for trivial offences : Nor do they cut off a 
member, .whep it may be otherwiſe cured; bur when gan- 
grened,, or there is no-hope ; when apparent danger , — 
Ne pars ſincerq trahatuy:: ſo, in the Church, wWotthd any 
meanselſe refqrm a ſoul, it would: be high uncharitableneſs 
£9: cut him-off., Were I warthy to advice' out Yenerable 
Fathers, who fix at the Stern, I ſhould make it mine earneſt 
Requeſt forthe Church, chat no.Court mighe paſs this Cen- 
ſure, - dut upon yery great cauſe, when this fin is notoriouſly 
ſcandalous tQ deſerye ic , and there is no means elſe to re- 
form 1t ; and with the greatelt regret and ſorrow for the fin- 
ner, as we would mourn for the deach . of a Brother, or be 
afflicted at "tbe cutting off « limbfrom our bodies, When 
upon ecverylight occaſion the Chiutch ſhall proceed to Ab- 
ſciſſion ; _ it will make. ber Courts ridiculous , her” Cenſures 


which if yell manzged,would fill them with ſhame and bes 

| £ oo by Pace, * But when 

ME NT it ie 

kitv bighly enormpuvar thie firſt 3 when It SroWes to it 

by degrees : The fn gay be light is the beginning, andthe 

offence (mall WI, "yet When medi ſhall eicher perſiſt not- 
fair mean FR FOwnn them ; of (hal[ deſpiſe 


(y) 1 Cor.s, muyglſs,' (x) Caſt himant: if there bean JT»ceſknous Corin- 
ult. ;þ;an , and he conunue ſo; treetin } worngly, (7) Cot 
0 


And for what Vſe and End. 
off , (v:ix. By Excommunication ) That wicked perſon from 
among you, Even nature teacheth this,in the body natural, 

 Immedicabile wulmu enſe recidendum -—; In Politick bodies, 
there is a power to take in , and caſt our of civil Societies : 
The ſame reaſon holds in che Church , where the fin and 
danger is ſo much the greater , as much as the Concerns of 
the Sowl, are above the Concerns of the Body, If a private 
perſon, after all means, may eftrange himſelf from ſuch an 
One, (x) 44 an Heathen or Publican; much more may a 
Church , where tbe Offence is greater , as much as a wrong 
done to a Community, tranſcends an Injur y to a private pers 


its 


(z) Mar. 18, 
16, 17 


ſon. Yeathere is an higher endin Excommunication, then 
there can be in cxutting off 4 natural membcr, ot throwing one 
oxt of a crvil ſociety ; For in either of theſe the end is but to 
preſerve the Body from dcath , or the Society from ruine. 
Bur in this, as it is, 2, To free the Church from Infe&ion , 
becauſe ( «) A little leaven leavencth the whole lump ; and 
. thereby ( 5) Mary others might be defiled , 


The ends of 
Excommunica- 
tion, 

1. To clenſe 
the Church. 
(a) 1 Cor.s.6, 
(6) Heb.rz.15 


Grex totus in agr is unixs ſcabie cadit, 
And, 2. To vindicate the (berches Purity and Chriſtianity 
from the Reproaches of her Enemies , that the world 
may ſee , that neicher doth the Church own ſuch rotten 
members, nor our Religion countznance a wicked life, 
So, 3. Ir mainly looks to the finner himſelf, for though ic 
be a Cenſure of the greateſt ſeverity , excluding thefinner 
from the Communion and Bleflmgs of the Church), . yea 
fcom Heaven c@0 , uncil hz repent : What being thas bend 
enearth , Clive nonerrante ,( c ) bring as certainly bound (c) Mart 18. 
in Heaven: Yet it carries inicthe greateſt Charity ro the | 1%, 
fnners Soul , tb2 end being not to deſtroy , but to ſave ; 1922 2923+ 
that as by a. dreadful rhunder-bolt he may be ftricken with 
fear and bp and awakened to Repentanc: ; and by this 
means, beiFcnGble of his deſperare condition, learn 
to fin no more. For this end are (4) Hymmneas and A4- (4) 1 Tim's. 
lexandey delivered wito Satan , ive Teidbd)901 wi BRecynudy » __ 
T hat they may learn (as being by this inſtructed ) zor to 
blaſpheme, Theend being n> other, but chat through che 
ſinners Repentance, (x) The Spit may be ſaved in the day 
of the Lord Jeſw. D This 


2. To vindi- 
cate Chriſtia- 
nity, 


3. To humble, 
und to ſaye the 
ſinner, 


20 Gowernonrs how to tarry 


This alſo may reach us, 43 Breibren of the Clergy, a dou- 

ble Duty : 
uſe I. We are as Governours of the Flock in out places to A. 
To engag: G0 - gow (h, Rebuke, &c , How careful ſhould we be then to keep 
verme"%e boty Our ſelves free from that which we reprove in others ? Qued 
y Bet wc ! diftum vis alteri , dic prides t1bi, How can we hope that 
others ſhould hear us admoniſh them , when we (hall be as 
the Lute, making ſweet Muſick co others, bat will hear 
nothing our ſelves? &nde 116; facies ? With what face can 
we reprove, When our ſelves are more, or equally guilty ? 
When we do well, and preach by our Zives, as well as our 
Do&rine, we may gain (ce) mwidy mppyciey? great bold- 
weſs , and uſe freedom of ſpeech in any Reproof, when 
'* . we canchallenge the world, as Chriſt deth the Jews; ( f } 
(f) John 8.48, Which of you can convince me of Sin? And as Samuel, when 
£13 Sam.12. he would effeRually reprove the ingratitude of 1ſrae/ , (eg) 
3: begins with a teftification of his own Integrity, challenging 
them to ſay any thing ayain(t him if they could ; Behold 
here am [, mitneſs againſt me before the Lord, Bur if 
that- Proverb may be caſt in-our teeth , "Avwoy leads durds 
taxunfpugy , When we undertake to reprove, our own bad 
life will take off che edge and efficacy of it: If we come 
to reform men, we had need bring D.gitos mundos, He thar 
comes.to wipe off a ſpot on che face, with foul fingers, will 
make ic worſe Remember then that charge of the Ap6- 

[v1 Tims, file, (b) Keep thy ſelf pure. 

2: TI, Let it notbe eftcemed Preſumption , if 1-beſeech 
2, The exerciſe the Reverend Fathers of the Church ; yer I need nor, they 
RE are, Iam confident , of themſelves more ready-to do the 
"PETS ſame ; but, let-me obteſt and adjure altthoſe, who are cal- 
led to manage the Government under them, that they zea- 
louſly exerciſe it in all chingsto its proper The Glory 
of Gad; and the real good of the Church: Innocenc y 
may appear With boldneſs, and all Yices tremble atthe pre- 
ſence of Their Courts. Lz-t the (hurch-wardens conſcienti- 
ouſly preſent the enormities of their Precinas; Let «A! 
offrcers trive,not to enrich themſelves,but to reform ſins,and 
make men better, In the managing of all Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 


ſures, 


(e) | Tim, 3. 
I 


themſelves in their places. 


ſures,be careful ro make men ſee themſelves, confeſs & for- 
ſake (in. [a matters of inferiour nature, uſe all mcekneſs; and 
unto Perſons, the tenderneſs of Brethren : But in caſc of high 
enormitizs, wherein the life of Chriſtianicy, or the peace of 
the Church is neatly concerned, proceed with all juſt ſeyeri- 
ty. Then will che Church be freed of her enemies, honoured 
of ſtrangers, beloved of her friends,and reverenced of her 
children ; and the world ſhall ſee, that her Courts are kept , 
and /V:/;tations held, not only of courſe and cuſtome, but to 
the effeRual reformation of Offenders, reftorin2 of Peni- 
tents,encouraging of the pious and peaceable ; to bring fin- 
ners to a fight of, and fincere {orrow for fin : And in a word, 
( contrary to the too juſt complaint of ſome of olde , and 
taken up by ſome as a reproach again(t the Church, I hop? 
unjultly (HI) .N 2» nummorum, ſed morum gratia,not © empty 
mens parſes;but to reform their manners: 


I have done with the Office or Employment : Let me crave 
leave for a word or two of, 


2. The Objei : the Souls of men a 37 buy dr tuir, They 
watch for your ſou/s;not to ger from you, nor indeed to pre» 
ſerve tor you, your /ands, goods, eſtates or lives ; theſe are of 
ſecular concerament z but for your ſouls,for the furtherance 
and advancement of your ſpiritual good, yout conſolation and 
[alvation : Andthis ſh:ws the Nature, 7/0r:b and Weight of 
this work. 

1. The Natwre of our work, it is /piritual, to look not wu 
Te btwrixs, about the things of this life, or (ſecular concerns, 
but mei Tis 4vx45, T4 mb uariEd, About ſouls and ſpar#tual 
things. Cbri/t 1s called iwiozor& 4ux3y, (k) the Brſhop of owr 
ſouls ; his Overſight as Mediator , and Governour of his 
Church, conſiſts not in judging Law-ſuics , or Diviſion of 
Inberitances: Mar (k) faith he,who made me 4 judoe ? &c. 


This was not the end of his coming ; bur ro teach, lead an1 ' 


rule, for the ſpiritual and eternal weltare of men, the reco- 
vering and ſaving the ſouls that were loſt : So under Chrs/t, 
the Government of Biſhops, Elders, Mimfters in the Church 
is not to meddle with political,or trvil matters,as ſuch: in this 

D 2 caſe, (/) 


2l 


2 The 
of this Govern» 
ment, The 
Souls of men, 
which ſhew- 
eth, 


bjet 


t. The narure 
of their Wo! «5, 
it 1 ſporitact , 


Fl x Cor.s. 3- 


] xt Pet. 2. 
35, 


ew 


22 The Nature, Worth and Weight 


[/] 1Cor.6.4. (1) ſet up other: to judge : but in things pertaining to 
God , and che eternal advantage of merispretious ſovls, 
Even their ſevereſt Cenſures, Excifion by Excommuns- 
cation tendeth to this, That the foul may be brought 
home to God, and the | »] Spirit ſaved in the day of 
[m]z Cor.g.c, Chriſt , (as I bave already ſhewn. ) 

2. Icisa Work abour Sorts ; then a work of Worth and 
Excellency , to encourage fit perſons to it , when God 
hath given Abilitics for it, and brings men by a regular 
Call uato it : They ſheuld noc be unwilling to undertake 
it: He that deſires the Office of a B;ſhip, deſires a good work , 
It is a pretious Employment, eA watching ov:r, and for 
the preczons ſoul, 

3. The weight 3+ A work of Werght + It is Opus & onw tren endum An- 

of the Employ- gels. They are to be employed about Souls : Wherein, as 

ment, for the encouragement: of Minilters , they may be a means 

ret. a. |» ] [ave a ſow! from death ; and, ( inthe language of 

{0] Hers * the Philoſopher ) | o ] ©4dy oudir UE drdgure x7 73 Suyardys 

as much as may teto make a god of man,that is,of a Sinner t5 

make a S#1»t, or, (18 the lanzuage of the Scriprure,) (p) 

Partaker of the Divine nature, which is the greateſt and no- 

bleſt work chat man can do : So, to keep off thoſe , who 

[4] Jer.23-41- [47] run, and are not [ext ; itis ſuch an employment, as (if 

conſidered well ) will make the beſt of men aſtoniſhed ar 

ir, To bea Steward ina noble Family , is a work too 

weighty for every ſhoulder : But to be a Steward of God 

in the Church , a Diſpenſer of heavenly Myſteries , 343,- 

[r) 2 Tim-2, myhiy , [7]To divide the word aright and ([) togrot the pro- 

15. per Portion i» due ſtaſon to the ſouls of men, is much more : 

[/1Luk.12.42 And the milcattiage in this is wofully dangerous in the lofs; 

of ſouls, which are more [_ : ] work chen the whole world 

[t] Mar.16.26 beſides; being things, which the whole world could not, 

[#) x Per, 1 only the | « ] precious blood of Chrift was able to redeem, 

16.13, The Employment then about theſe, and the Government 

of them , mult needs be a work of worth and weight, 7 he 

[x]Greg.Naz, Art of Arts|[ x | Tixm $1 Texy6@r, x; emonjun omnudy, Toy 

in Apologet, ayporroy ed yer , Oc as that holy Nazianzen doth excellent- 
ly cxpreſs ir, 


2. In worth & 
exccliency, 


[p] 2 Per,1.4. 


This 


Of Church Governors and MiniStry 


This, as 71. as it mayencourage us to the worke and en- 
gage usto all care and fidelity in our charge * ſo 

2. It isa prevalent motive to perſwade to the Duty of 
the Text, Obedience and Submrſſion, Which 18 the Att requi- 
red , (the firſt particular namedin the A#- 1y/s, though here 
handled la(t) Obey, and Submit your ſelves, We have ſeen 
2 Government in the Church the Governorgand their office,and 
the End thereof , the Profit of Souls : Let all Chriſtians then 
teatn to Obey. (7) Prize them for their workes ſake. Let 
them have heir Double honour , (z) eſpecially they labour- 
ns inthe Word an1 Doftrin, 

Obey them , for their place and Authority ſake. 1. Rea» 
ſon. requires it ; to What end is their office, or do they 
Rule , if they are not obeyed? 2. Religion requires it. 
They are ſome of the Fathers whom God in his Law, [v:z. 
precept 5. ] hath commanded us to honor, Every Amuthori- 
ty boch in Church and Stare js an | a] Ordinance of God , 
and to be obejed fir Conſcience ſake. We ate not only to look 
on them as Neighbours and Members ; or reverefice 
them onely as Reverend prows wen 3 but to Obey them as Fa* 
thers and Governowrs, They are Men, and as men they 
have their perſonal faulrs ; bur as he chat gave to a bad 
man , ſaid, Ded: non homint, ſed bumanitat; : ſo in this caſe 
of Obedience , is not yeilded , as to the men, but as 
to them in ſuch aplace or offices Obedience we mult 
yeild ro their [ not Commands as Princes , bat ] Coun- 
ſels as Leaders; DireQions , as Guides ; Cenfures , as Go- 
verners : to follow their Do&rin, to reforme upon their 
Rzbukes, [4] ſo to follow them', as ' they follow Chriſt : 
Yeild your ielves tobe [c] Adonided according to their 
Word and. Do!lrine , as thole who Wwtch for your ſouls, 
This is indeed to | 4] Fred your ſelves by the ſhepheards 
tents. | , 

And for us [my Brethren of the Clergy] would we find 
@ juſt obedience'to-our Word and Dofrin , toour Admo- 
nitions' and Reproofs in our reſpeRives charges ; ler us 
ſhew- an example of juſt Obedience in our Carriage and 
Sub- 
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V{e. 
To engage. 
Fide/ity is Gan 
Ver nors, 

2. 
Obedience j 
all chat are 
der rhem, 


(3)1 Theſ.5.1z 
(x)iTun,g.17 


t Reaſon, 

2 Religion re + 
quires Obedi- 

ence to Rulers. 


(4)1Cor,r2.:8 
Rom 13.1,2-5. _ 


[b]iCor.t is. 
[cJRom, 6.17, 
UTNXSF art —= 
"#5 3y Tarsd\6- 
Bnls TUTroy Ct. 
Jaxis. 

[4]Canc, 1, $, 


24 


.(e) Mar. 8. 9. 


({)Tir. 1. 5. 


to' Governors intheir places. 


ſ{ubmiſſion to our Supetiours, As We ate over our flocks : 
ſo muſt we remember , that we are asthe Centarionin the 
Goſpel , [-] Menwnder Authority alſo, When we ſhall 
contend for a Parity ,anddeny a Subordination; and uſutp 
a power , Which we have not, by the Lawes of God or 
the Land, we make 2 fearful Schrſme in the Church, When 
we ſhall preſume to reje& our B:ſbops, we teach people 
to rejeR ws alſo ; yeaand we ſhew the way to ruine both, 
While we are divided, we are neicher ſafe : but uniced, the 
Biſhop with his Prerbyters ; A Venerable Epiſcopy , prefid= 
ing , and principally ruling , aſſiſted by a ſubordinate Pre/- 
bytery, theſe together, through Gods mercy , ſhall be in- 
vincible. 

Let us thenin our places learn and yeild Obedience, in 
dutics which are in themſelves neceſſary,l preſume none will 
ſcruple ic : but in Matters of Inditferency, Circumſtance, 
and Order we ſhall alſo finde Obedtence neceſſary, Some 
things there are which Chr: and his Apoſtles have already 
preſcribed to be obſerved in all Churches in the World; & to 
ſuc, as theſe, we are Obliged , whether they are againe 
Commanded us or no : and yet the command of our Supe- 
tiours being added, layeth a farther obligation to obcy in 
theſe, Burt beſides theſe, there are alſo many other things 
ft and Convenrent to be done in the Church ; yea at leaſt 
Prudentially neceſſary for the beauty of Qrder , the De» 
cency of Adminiſtration ; wherein our- Governours have 
power to Command,and ve are obliged to obey. Such are 
T& Mimoſa , [| f] Things that are wanting , or left to 
the prudence and diſcretion of the Church : in which 
the Apoſtle made no particular or expreſſe rules ; but lefr 
order to Titus in Creet ; and conſequently to the B: ſhops 
and Gevernors of the Church in their ſeveral Provinces , 
Dioceſſes and Furiſdittions, vid iogfly, To ſettle and or- 
der them , as ſhould be moſt for the benefit , Unity, 
Peace , and edvification of the Church. Whatſoever then 
is Lawfull, ( rhough we may judge it not ſ@ Convent» 
ent) and enjoyned by thoſe, who { and not we ) as 
Governours of the Church are onely Judges , we w_ 

ſub- 


- 


Obedience to be yeilded 


ſubmit #22 , and for Peace, Order , and Edification , and 
avoyding of Offence, Yeild your ſelves; 

And to yeild this honzſt and jult obedience we are (uf- 
kciencly engaged and excited by 


2 The other General! part of the Text, the .170:;2e; , or 2. 
Reaſons added to enforce the Duty ; and the!e taken, _ _ 

e Motives, 

1 eb Officios They Watch for your ſouls, this 1s Ab Office, 

their work and duty : you mult hen be content to be 
Watched over, They are placed in this office by God; 
and for this purpoſe made [| g ] Overſeers by the Holy (2)4.25, 28 
Gho#t, They AR by a Drvine Warrant , and to dilobzy y 
them is to [þ] Reſi/# the Holy Ghoſt . Their aime is your ad* 7) . ah. 7. 51 
vintage , not as thoſe againlt Jeremy, [i] to watch for your (i( Fer. 20.10+- 
halting , to take advantave againſt you? but co reforme , 
reclaime, and ſave your Souls. It istoo ſad a ligne that men 
love their ©ins, when they are loath, that their Paſtors ſhould 
obſerve their Ways. 2: 

2, A Neceſſario. They muſt doe ſoe, it is their Duty, 4+ 4 nece{ario. 
They, that muſt giv: Account, It would be much for the 
Eaſe of your Governors to be confined totheir Study and 
Pulpit, and have no farther Charge laid upon their ſhoulders: 
but this Charge they muſt take of you, and bee accountable to 
God for you: vi2,, of their Libours with you; and of your Lives 
and Carriages under their Miniſtry. Stewards, they are: 
of the houſe of God, and muſt give account ro the Maſter 
of the Family. They are Shepheards, but the [hk | Flock (4AR,o. 28, 
15 God's : and they mult give account of the Sheep to 
Teſws Chriſt, | | the ſhephtard of your ſouls, Whois (!)1Per. 2, 15, 
'Agximorunv , and whoſe ſheep ye are: Which 1 Pet, 5. 4 


1 Muſt engage jus in our places to all fidelicy and x7, = 
care , that we conſider ſeriouſly of the burden upon our x tn Miniſt.vy, 
ſhoulders ; _ all diligence that we may give up Fidelity. 
a good account of our Charge, - If [ mw 7] People prriſh () Hole 4.6;. 
for want of+ knowledge ; and we have not intruſted them : 
if they fin , and we negle&-to admonith, rebuke, and co 


uſc 


25 Peoples Obedience;a Foy to PaStors 

uſe ay" meanes and power in our (7 a _ them : 

1s, They dye ;- hurt we muſt anſwer for them [_»] with our own 
eas bleed. EE 

2. 2. Let not people thinke much of our care. Say not , that 

In Peoplean we are b»ſie-bodies, when we preach unto you,8& inquire after 

humble ſubmi- you, for we muſt Watch , and give account. But here 

fon. are we In a great ſtraight : we are in danger apud homines, 

loguendo ; apud D:um , filends, If we faithfully diſcharge 

(o)Amos 5.10, our duty ina juſt reproofof men, | o ] they hate w : if 

we dcale plainly with men, when they fall into errone» 

(p) 2 Per, 2.1- Ous opinions 1 Cp] $chiſmaticall and pernicious WAYS ; 

«eur; &7- or dangerous fins: we ate accounted Enemys, [q] and for 

meyer PO other reaſon , but becauſe we tell them the Trath, 

(r) iTheſ.5.z3 And when they ſhould [7] ho; and love, they hate us even 

fot our Workes ſake, Bur there is a far greater dan» 

(s)Heb. 10,31. ger in our Silence ; we are in danger of Gods diſplea- 

(1) Heb.13.47, ſure (and that is [3] fearfwl!, for E7 Our God us 4 Con» 

ſumiag fire, ) if we diſcharge not our duty towards your 

ſouls. Speake then and Admoniſh and Rebuke, &c, we 

muſt 3 and you muſt bs content to hear and obey: the 

0d , and eternal ſalvation of your ſouls depends upon ic. 

; 3. A Commolo, Thar they may do it ys7# x*gd;, when 

ACommodo. ye obey we can With Foy, give up out accounts to God, Ir 

1$2 Joy to the ſhepheard When bis flocks thrive ; to the 

[4] 1 The. z. Miniſter, when bis laboucs are ſucceſſeful [y] What is or 

19, 20, joy , and Crown of Rejoyeng ? Are not even yee inthe 

preſence of Chrift , at bu comeing? Yeaare our glory, 

(x)1TheC. 3.7. and our joy, Andagain[x]Y/+ are comforted over you 

8,9. i» 4ll our @ ffifhion — 1 by your fauh ; whatſoever we 

want or ſuffer , [ we live if ye fandfaſt in the Lord] ,thus 


St, Paul; and he gocs on, | What thanks. ſhall we render 
to God for the joy, wherewich we joy for your, ſakes before 
(1)zTohn g. Our God.) Thelike we read in St. John { y] Thwve no greater 
(a) iThel.2,7,8 J0) , then to hear that my Children walke in the trath, They 
are [z] Nurſes and Foſter-Fathers , and bear tender affe- 
ions towards you , and rejoyce as much , as your natural 
Parents can do, in the flirring of your ſquls. 


This 


i 


— . . 


The Peoples Piſobedzence,a grieftd Peflory 27 
This if any thing, ſhould engage in people returns of love #/e, 

A | ou baggy, a. ore 0 engage pes 
weak ſhoulders : we are frail men, anddiſcouraged much by P{%*0 returns of 
the croſſe carriages of people : we needall helps, (as Moſes 11 4 edi 
(«)bad Hoarevand Her to bold up bis bands,) there is no way (1) Ex4.., 
ſogood as this. By your holy life and converſation , by your -* 
love , Humility , pious, » and obedient carriage 

will revive us. INILES ACC 
Ce is boly obedience. (6) If th:7e (®) Phil.x.1,2, 


I. 
caught, admoniſhed , &c. and yet will be (till untragtable , 2D _ oftors 
this is a grief of heart to their pious Paſtors, This ( ©.) vexed (1), per , . 


ter of ſad ſorrow, that we ſhould ſee our labour loſt, and chat | Hinks 
we flill (4)plough on the rocks , and ſow among therns ? that (c) jer.g.v,. 


good done, fot Rrprobate ſilver they will fill be ? this makes [8] Plal-1 rg. 
c 


run dawn their eyes becanſe men Ro no the Law: of their God. [4] Qumquan 


obeyed , (b) rhe Saverr of life unto life ; ſo where itis re- p 
ed ou ny " aliblgghe Sv of ay, unto ap, (Dea 
we be not as 5 fog at as good { orn, 1c) pr Ange. 
into the barn , o—_ he a0 \wbry p _—_ Fees and, > dem tanen 
weeds in bundles to bethrows into the fire « | agit igin the Pare Wh /ecne nd 
able. ] (4) God beginning to do that by his Afizifters bere, Don,” 
which he will perfealy do by his Angels at the end of the Caly. in Mar. 
world, 13-39 
E 2, But 


2 _—_ 


TheProples own 


3F Tho Peoples Piſoledience;« Griefdo Pablort , 


SG 4 = 


2/4, But though'the Grief will-be ours, - there 345 matter of 
Davoe7 you that obey.not, and to you only, for”: 4 
- 2- The airhfull Paſtors (hatiſaftain no loffe by the peoples 
diſodedictice ; for Curoms ſ*c/ip W#7,p0% chrationem, WEATE 


_ , chitgoU with the;Coare, (bur; not” the) Care, The: Phyſicins 


[/] 1 Cor.3.8. 


[m}Joh.15.22. 


» 5 


[4]Mat.11.20, 


[oJMar.24.14- 
[0] Joh.13.47- 


[4] Joh. 5. 23. 


[1] Jeh.12 48. 
[/] Heb. 2.17. 


2] Hb. 5.9. < 


ſux docfor 3h2Paroezrs deachi 11ht ihe refit: or refule: his 
medicings Our v4 14rd fs NOURerd rhe Kelpmros y (ut Kare 4% 
Kitoy , dcrord thy to tn? 3%. an ( labour, not ferin or (Weeds, 
Mzn thactHll the grovnd ſhitt be paid, though” <8 feed this 
car:y ; and the Reapersſhall-be tewarded, though the corn 
be not worth it. Bur | | 28 nm 
>> Axdiſobedient peopte hall ſuffar The Parents diſplea- 
fure will be the gtnldrens diprofic « ic witl be'd\vorrexis 64uly ; 
wnproficable, damage to you; For 1, Your finsare averavated ; 
(m) if the word had nor coms 19 you, ye had wer bad fin 1 [4te.} 
Comparatively , viz, your fin'had becy nathing fo greac' 68 
how it.14, for wor ye have Bocloak' 30 ooloartbli' tduls 
ſin; atid then 23, Your Judgemenes wift be inctcafed; terr&y 
will it be ['#] for Sodom or Gomorah , then'for you , "whe 
have hearo, and ſeen, bur obeyed not's | Quama Dunmatis 
A _ ? Fad __ rams of rg men 
when +/e Goſpe/of peace pnd life, { d) ſhall beuwitttefſs dF as 
chem, [pf any man ker, mpn— arti yo he- blank 
not, who obeyeth nor) / judge bins nck { faich Chrif 
what > will not Chriſt judge-*-who the cxn > hith yor God 
[9 ommireed -» il judg event tothe Sou 2, Trat, but he will not 
judge; | bt ſwith] wellweare Cetore mow ,' They the fFaner 
think”, we fear non elſe : buriſtay firs, Pater nt Filsums, 
Filins ad Verhins, Tis Farkas bath commitred all judoetdent 
to the Sen 34nd rte'Sexrte rhd Work, The fon ſhall not need t6 
judge ſuck an one, the word'thall do it; {r] The word that 1 
heve ſpoken , the ſame Watf judge bim' inthe Taft dag; Thee 
Lord Tera Chrift isa | A rompayſtonats hreh P+it} ;| ind He 
cate to ſave; und to Make Rrreies/iarronfor nr, Heron 
fea of Comfore and Hope \ \ True , bar Jer nocthe finer pre- 
fume and coritinue diſobediemt © for he ig the Author of Mis 
&0rnw! ſituation only r6\1] ſurh as otey bins. Yorthele only 
will he extend his mercies and enlarge his compaſſions,”: 2” 
| Me 


But Damage to themſelves. 
M: thinke s theſe medications might frike terror into the 
ſouls of men and even force them to an holy obedience. 
But whatſoever, People do, Here 1s Comtorr and encourag- 
m2nt <nouyh to Gods faithfull Miniflers : How/oever their 


libours ſucceed with men ; yet they are accepted with:God 
Let us ( my Rrethre- ) be faickfull and ciligent in our places , 


blamelcſle in our lives ; enſamples to the flock in Holineſſe,, 


Faith , Patience, Pace, Humility , and Obedience : Andin 
our Do&rine ſhewing Incorruprneſſe, Gravity, Sincerity : 
Let us Teach. Exborc, Rebuke, vith all long-ſuffering and Pa» 
tience ; then, though co our ſorrow, we may complaine for 
want of ſucceſle, thac we have all this while ] Labourel in, 
vai and ſpent our ſtrength in yam and for nou bt,yet ler us be 
encouraged to go on, and We may be aſſured for oar comfort 
that |x]Our work, i with the Lord and our labour with our God: 
and be will reward us. 

What now remaines ? but that we turn this armor into 
Praii:e: And now every one in our places fer our filves to 
the ſerious exerciſe , and faichfy;ll diſcharze oftheſe Duries , 
whecher of Governivg or Obedience, which God in his word 
requires of us, 

Yea and turn the Se -»w9w into a prayer | for | y Jall our ſuf- 
ficiency us of G14 ] in che words of our Apoſtle, bur a verſe 
or two below the Text, 

« [z} O God of peace, Thow who braughteft ay ain from 
<C the dead our Lord Feſw, that great ſbepheard of the ſheep. 
£6 through the blood of the egy = - couenant , Make 16 
©: ( Governors and governed , Paſtors and Flock, even 
«make us ) every one perfetÞ to do thy will ;, ineur ſeve- 
« ra] Offices, Miniſtries, Places and Stations , ) 
« working in us that which is well pleaſing i thy ſight : 
<« through Feſws Chriſt, To whom, with the Father and the 
&« Holy Ghoſt, Three per ſons:, but One Eternal , Inviſible , 
«© only wife God, be All Glory and Power, Praiſe and Da- 
«c. minion for ever andever, AMEN. 


EINITS.. 


Hſe, 
To encourage. 
Avaiſt.rs in 
their work . 
howſoever 
theic labours 
ſucceed with 


men. 


[:]16.49.4- 
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